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Goodells Church
County Park Drive

"We must reach every section of
AMeric ‘, esmacaally the raw frontiers. We must not be afraid
men devils wild animals, or disease. Our motto must
:always be FORWARD!" — Francis Asbury




This Month in History

January 1, 1776 - During the American Revolution George Washington unveiled the Grand
a n u a ry Union Flag, the first national flag in America

January 15, 1876 - Patrons of Husbandry of South Wales, was established. The installation of officers took
6)()6) rd place at the Wales Schoolhouse. The Acting Master, Joshua Tompkins, was the installing officer.
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Before restoration and moved to

| : i m dge I‘Zj #‘; i ; Dr. Mudge Family Log Home
e ' ‘% Goodells Park

The ﬂu{,e IoJ mm

o In 007, David :/‘2:4{ , the great qreat great grandsen of Jsaac Jz:u[ e, |
o) giean giean g nak g A
Donatell. Isaac's Jog heme that was built in 1860. Jhe Jog house and. the preperty ||

3 R o

it was built on has been in the same fm{y ﬁr 148 years.

0 Jsaac and his mﬁ had 12 children that fived in the 16fftlfy uﬁ, 1 andx story kj 1
fowse. The howse was Jocated ojﬁf ‘?f Card. & in Wales %mdfi"f:. i

o Jsaac and Fis son ?f;race beth served in the ‘Givil War and were dectors.

<< Dr. Mudge Family Log Home
As restored in current location at the Park




This Month in History

I e b ru a ry -February 1, 1967: Michigan was the first state to have a border to border interstate

freeway when the last link of I-94 was completed.
‘)()‘) n'«; -February 2, 1936: First players to newly formed Baseball Hall of Fame included Tiger
it Ty Cobb as well as Babe Ruth and Honus Wagner
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Windows at Lamb’s Church

Upper left: Donated by Oscar Bartlett Post G.A.R.
Upper Center: In memory of Mr & Mrs J.P. Smith by Mr & Mrs Wm. Smith
William Sr was the first man to enlist for the Civil War from Wales
Township. He was 18 years old and enlisted on April 27, 1861 in
Company G. 5th Michigan Volunteer. In 1864 he re-enlisted in
Company I, 4th Michigan Infantry with his broth-in-law Squire L Persels.
Upper Right: Donated by memory of John Lamb & Wm Houghton
The town of Lamb Corners formed around the Lumber Mill and Flour
Mill operated by John A. Lamb, and the town was named for him
Wm Houghton was born in England and came to the United States in 1850 with son's
William Jr. and John. They spent three months in New York and then traveled to Lynn
Michigan. They were the first settlers to Lynn. They sent for their families in 1852.
<< Lower Left: Lamb’s Church located on Cove Rd




This Month In Histor
March e Mt Fssn Cemery

1883 -E. Wales Cemetery was renamed Mt. Pleasant Cemetery after the
establishment of Mt Pleasant Church
2 0 2 5 1869 — St. Clair Co. Poorhouse & Farm established at Smith Creek.
' 1873 — Poorhouse moved to Goodells.
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St. Clair County Infirmary
Main photo: These barns, built in the early 1900s, are located at what is now Goodells
County Park and currently serve as home to the St. Clair County Farm Museum. These two
barns were used by the St. Clair County Infirmary or 'poor farm' as it was often called. The
Goodells Infirmary was in operation for over 120 years, serving county residents from 1873 to
1993. Right inset: The original infirmary building built in 1873. In 1914 this building burned
to the ground in a horrific fire.




Ap ri l Wales Twp in History

1806: 296 registered voters in Wales
1947: Electricity approved for Wales

‘)()‘) b 1962: Poor Farm became St Clair Medical Center
1992: Medical Center Closed down
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-May 5, 1961: Alan Shepard becomes 1st American in Space; piloted spacecraft Freedom 7
during 15 minute 28 second suborbital flight.
20 25 -1868: Memorial Day was originally called Decoration Day to decorate graves of more than
20,000 Union and Confederate soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery
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Goodells Park Memorial

Pillars from Dr McCue’s home were used for this memorial with 2 POW plaques




June 10, 1889 - Residents of Wales Township decide to build a central meeting
place, a "hall".

20 2 5 1889 - Annual Meeting for Wales Township. $500 is allocated towards the
building costs of hall.

This Month in Histo
June S of Wais Tounshi decke
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-Persels — Fitz Family Farm Picture:Fersels
-Family bought 80 acres in 1866 Hamilton
-Morrison & Wife sold to:
Lewis Persels in July of 1866 for $700.
-Lewis Persels and Wife Sarahett Persels sold to:
Squire Lafayette Persels in April of
1869 for $300.00
-Squire Lafayette Persels & Ella Wilcox
Persels deeded to:
Maude G. Persels Fitz and Frank W.
Fitz (Husband) in 1927

-Maude G. Persels Fitz (widow of Frank W. Fitz)
sold to:

Squire H. Fitz and Wilda Morris Fitz
August of 1958 for $1.00

-Squire Harry Fitz and mother Maude G.

Persels bought the 40 acres West of the 80 acres in
April 1949.

-The property is now split amongst the 4
children of Squire Fitz & Wilda Fitz and has been
in the family over 150 years.

Later Fitz Ford Dealership



J u Iy This Month in History

-July 6, 1885: Louis Pasteur prevents Rabies
-July 20, 1969: Moon landing :One giant leap for mankind...”

2 0 2 5 -July 27, 1953: Korean War ends
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o 3759 ﬁ:‘gvlf
-ﬂ:aflf . Jhe house was Jocated in K,enoc[ee 7@. Just a couple ef miles
from Goodolls Gounty Park andtt was buif for the price of $1.074" 3.

o Whken the son of Poter qﬂ:‘yﬁ' , William, diodin 1953, the preperty was
inkerited by Williams nephow, Feter Ryan.

o Jhe house was meved to bﬂ’w[byy&mibmmxt{ywwinjuf a

extensive restoration. J Jans are te move cts into the house whichk will be
on Joan from the ‘St. Clatr Gounty Farm e, : '

/:&lm Tarm mw&h%ﬁt&%éyjﬁwﬁﬁndjrmg;et;; J




Au u St This Month in History
-Aug 2, 1776: Most of the Continental Congress sign the Declaration of Independence

-Aug 3, 1492: Columbus sets sail on his first voyage to the Americas
-Aug 5, 1945: THE U.S. drops atomic bomb on Hiroshima marking a pivotal moment in

2025 T wwil
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G. 6. PockDank

o Pt TSk s i i ot D s e o il it s Bl
iyd‘mc Ho aloo built identical banks in Lambs and Smiths Grook.

Tho building was originally Jocated just a'h mile away in downtown Goodells.

o Gontroversy followed the banks istory. J¢ was robibed'in the 19206 and then the

ATTEMPT MADE
TO ROB BANK
AT GOODELLS |~

i mw.m et Nevr || Hownrd Woolq \}mt Through Both

' C. C. Peck In
Trouble

Waen €. C Jreel. :
pregident of the closed U |
Lings bank, and prominent society |

Lman of Port Huren, vho Tied Lhe
AT by i ot Leity and fanded tn Poeno, Merada,
Y - the macca lutigr (ke eraiwhile

MAINES AND I)EPU‘TI&S . , i Plavera residont of Giber  more |

ey iralghtiaced staten, It in trouble,
'\” T“'AT“(’ i ouud by \o\m action to n:t mar-

?' sge vaws “uatll death’

Pkt thiere it suythlog uew
der the aun it 11 horn In R O
ronaty. In proof, the Jdecision of |
Judge W, Robesrtan 18 offersd. |
t The Judge holds Peck {8 3 clilzen
Por Mirhigan waen he inade ap
i pliration for divorce in  [lenu
Piherafare Nevada courts Bave 1o |
{ Juttadictlon, Mei. Peck setup un |
{Injunction restralning Peck from |
Pdivoree proceedings ir Nevada. |
| The Judee's decinjon sounds r'::I
¥ sopabie fo the opra mind, uutl
} b Peck 1t Is like 2 hail out of 3
i.”nnr sky. i
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Depositors In

Goodells Bank To
Receive Dividend

A 15 per cent dividend for de-
positors of the C. . Peck & Co..
private bank at Goodells, ciosed
Jan. 14, 13833, mas approved 1oday
by Circuit Judge William Robert-
/son. who today granted a petition
lof Lewis McCue, receiver of Cecil
C. Peck, Peter Neaton and Henry
F. Marx, partners who operated the
bank to pay the dividend,

The payv-off which, will amount
to approximately £4.000, has been
approved by Dempster  Cowles,
Charles E King, Howard Darling
and George W. King, members of
the depositors committes, Five
per cent of the deposits were pre-
viouslv* paid

Walsh, Walsh and  O'Syllivan,
Miles K. Benodict and Stainley C
Benedict represont the receiver.

' Three Burglaries
In Goodells Net

Thlev s 50 Cents

VelOr { ind no caxt Y
teriog urnishings of t} nix and
elevitor office weres dan e ened .

5 Hugh Stringer and
were Aat . Ry 1 fey
after the rohheries were

! { some good
< wtates that
\ v -




This Month in History

-Sept 11, 2001: 2 aircraft crash into World Trade Center in New York City, a
e p e m e r 3rd crashes into the Pentagon in Arlington County
Virginia, and a 4th into a field near Starkville, Penna.
2()2 5 Sept 11, 2007: Russia tests the largest conventional weapon ever, the

Father of ‘All Bombs’
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== wALLS POSY DFFICE.

‘Wales Township Post Office and General Store at Wales
Center and Lashbrook Roads (circa 1915). Interior of store
around 1920’'s.




OCtO ber This Month in History
Oct 1, 1908: Henry Ford’s Model T, a “universal Car” designed for the masses

ip ()2 e want on sale _
) H ] Oct 1, 1079: After 70 years of control, the Panama Canal Zone is turned over to
Panama
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November hie Munth b sy
-October 3, 1863: Thanksgiving Day was established by Abraham Lincoln as

the last Thursday in November.
9 9 e -November 11, 1918: Armistice between Germany and Allies ends WWI
~()~Q) On the 11 day, of the 11th hour, of the 11th month)
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This Month in History
D e c e m b e r -December 7, 1941: Japanese attack the U.S. Naval Base at Pearl Harbor Hawaii
-December 1, 1879: Edison demonstrates how electric Incandescent lamp
6)()6) ,',; -December 21, 1968: Apollo 8, first manned mission to the moon launched from
b o Cape Canaveral, Florida
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Plan Happy Cbrlstmas for ik _ (Correspondence.
John Kilgour's little sou, Richie, has been
Old People At COOC{ ”S very sick, bat is mmewha‘ better.
"' | Christmas boxes will] the sam e wav this vear, a0 . Mrs. Charles King was seriously hurt by
 Bt. Clair County Aoy O:z;:fi ; f ey Wik | being thrown from a buggy, near the sia
e 1 o Mt B Bl R Ol tion, on Thursday evening.

S A BB _|to get people o ‘ A social is to be held in Wonel's hall, on
oadest it L Tast Chrises | fioers of Tuesday eveuing, when the famous ""Name

et 1 iy il oy {1t.” made by the Baptist Ladies” Aid Sa

= : R PN o : clety, will be sold.

‘ of vhifch wiil o hidi , ; James Webb, Sr., inlends buldding a gra.p

ine's Mwers ta | house near the station. We understand the

g it digerarind Bl C. & G. T. Railway Company Lave engage

: ’ TRASE P 1 A ® to put a switch near it.
| e L imit i

WALES TOWNSHIP /9
TAXPAYERS Y0

Will ~alleet Taxes at Gilvie Gibhs <tore
Groodells, on Tuesdays, Deec. 23 and 30
and st my home in the store at Lamb
at any time,

(HARLES T,
Wales

RING,

Township Treasurer.

‘},’ Ann Grahaim

From The Reader's Digest,

Hold on tight

“In 1958, my father, Sandy Sanderson, used this 1937 Dodge as a service car for his gas station in Goodelis,
Michigan, to push-start cars. He also let the neighbor kids learn to drive in the field. In winter, for fun, the

driver would try to dump anyone riding behind. When we got coid, we switched piaces with sorneone
incida tha rar 7 cave lim Qandarcan Af Dart Hioran Mirhinan
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Michigan Rail Map of 1897

A little bit of other history

April:
1846 — On April 15, 1846, a main road was
established from Almont to Port Huron. Joshua
Tompkins, Daniel B. Harrington, and James
Andrews were appointed as Commissioners.
Part of this road was the main road going
through the center of Wales Township and was
built over an old Indian Trail. The route was over
the Wales Ridge, Lamb (formally Tompkins
Road), and Emerson (formally the Black River
Road), Sparling and Pine Woods (also known as
Black Woods Road), road to Wadhams. The
route was the highest terrain in Wales
Township. A stage line from Flint to Port Huron
was later routed over these same roads with a
stop-over at John Persels’ place (formally
Joshua Tompkin’s) in Lamb, known as the
White Sock Inn. John Persels kept horses with
white markings as socks and that is how the
Inn got it’s name. It was one of the most
elaborate places around with a ballroom and
running water.
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